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That’s why 2 weeks ago, Ed announced a green
jobs training program for autoworkers in hard-
hit communities. And that’s why last week, Ed
and Karen Mills, my Small Business Adminis-
tration chief, traveled to Indiana to announce a
new plan to provide loans to auto, RV, and boat
dealers to help finance floor plans. That’s why
we are accelerating the purchase of a Federal
fleet of cars to jump-start demand and give the
industry a boost at a time when it needs one.
And that’s why I’m calling on Congress to pass
fleet modernization legislation that can provide
a credit to consumers who turn in old cars and
purchase cleaner, more fuel-efficient cars.
These are important steps on the long road to
overcoming a problem that didn’t happen over-
night and will not be solved overnight.

I recognize that today’s news carries a partic-
ular importance because it’s not just any com-
pany we’re talking about, it’s GM. It’s a compa-
ny that’s not only been a source of income, but a

source of pride for generations of autoworkers
and generations of Americans. But while the
GM of the future will be different from the GM
of the past, I am absolutely confident that if
well managed, a new GM will emerge that can
provide a new generation of Americans with the
chance to live out their dreams, that can out-
compete automakers around the world, and
that can once again be an integral part of Amer-
ica’s economic future. And when that happens,
we can truly say that what is good for General
Motors and all who work there is good for the
United States of America.

Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:51 a.m. in the
Grand Foyer at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Kent Kresa, interim non-
executive chairman of the board, General Mo-
tors Co.; and Karen G. Mills, Administrator,
Small Business Administration.

Statement on Automobile Manufacturer Chrysler, LLC
June 1, 2009

The decision by Judge Gonzalez of the Unit-
ed States Bankruptcy Court for the Southern
District of New York to approve the Chrysler
sale transaction paves the way for the new
Chrysler to successfully emerge from bankrupt-
cy as a new, stronger, more competitive compa-
ny for the future. Only a month ago, this great
American company’s very future was in doubt.
Now, as a result of a substantial commitment by

the U.S. Government, and tough sacrifices from
all stakeholders involved, Chrysler has a new
lease on life.

We said this process would be completed
quickly and efficiently, and that’s exactly what
has been accomplished today. Tens of thou-
sands of American jobs will be saved as a result
of this extraordinary effort.

Interview With Justin Webb of BBC World News
June 1, 2009

The President’s Visit to Egypt/U.S. Relations
With Muslim Nations

Mr. Webb. Mr. President, thank you very
much for talking to the BBC.

The President. Thank you, sir. Thank you
very much for having me.

Mr. Webb. It’s really good to be here. Let’s
turn straight to your big speech, a hugely im-
portant speech you’re making in Cairo on
Thursday. Many Muslims think they’re owed an

apology, actually, for the Bush years and the
sins that, in their view, were committed by the
United States during those years. Is this speech
in any way an apology?

The President. No, I think what we want to
do is open a dialog. And, you know, there are
misapprehensions about the West on the part of
the Muslim world, and obviously, there are
some big misapprehensions about the Muslim
world when it comes to those of us in the West.
And it is my firm belief that no one speech is
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going to solve every problem; there are no sil-
ver bullets. There are very real policy issues
that have to be worked through that are diffi-
cult, and, ultimately, it’s going to be action and
not words that determine the path of progress
from here on out. But it did seem to me that
this was an opportunity for us to get both sides
to listen to each other a little bit more and
hopefully learn something about different cul-
tures.

U.S. Relations With Muslim Nations

Mr. Webb. You say, “both sides,” so I take
from that that Muslims listening to this speech
you are hoping will also be changed by it and
their attitude to the United States perhaps
change. What needs to change on the behalf of
those you’re actually speaking to?

The President. Well, I mean, look, let’s just
take one small example: The U.S. Muslim pop-
ulation is more numerous than the populations
of many majority-Muslim countries. So you
know, we have a huge and thriving Muslim
American community. We have Muslim
Americans represented or who are serving in
Congress. We’ve got a President who’s got
family members who are Muslim.

So this notion that somehow America is de-
tached, is removed, sees some clash of civiliza-
tions as inevitable, I think a lot of the propa-
ganda and dogma that’s churned out there is
inaccurate.

Now, the flip side is, is that in the wake of 9/
11—what is also true is that in a whole host of
our actions, and sometimes in our words,
America has not been as careful to distinguish
our very real need to hunt down extremists
who would do us harm—something that’s ne-
cessitated by our self-defense—and broader
policy differences or cultural differences that
exist that are best approached through diplo-
macy and conversation and some self-reflec-
tion on our part. And so that’s the kind of back
and forth that I think is going to need to take
place.

And the last point I made, because I should
actually correct myself, when I said “both
sides,” there are actually many sides to this,
because one of the misapprehensions
about—misperceptions about the Muslim

community is that it’s somehow monolithic.
And, you know, setting aside differences be-
tween Shi’a and Sunni, the Muslim country
that I lived in when I was a child, Indonesia,
obviously, is very different from Pakistan, is
very different from Saudi Arabia. And so we
have to also recognize that there are going to
be differences based on national identity and
not just faith.

The President’s Visit to Egypt/Democratization

Mr. Webb. You’re making this speech in
Cairo. Amnesty International says there are
thousands of political prisoners in Egypt. How
do you address that issue?

The President. Well, look, obviously, in the
Middle East, across a wide range of types of
governments, there are some human rights is-
sues. I don’t think there’s any dispute about
that. The message I hope to deliver is that de-
mocracy, rule of law, freedom of speech, free-
dom of religion, those are not simply princi-
ples of the West to be hoisted on these coun-
tries, but rather what I believe to be universal
principles that they can embrace and affirm as
part of their national identity.

Now, the danger I think is when the United
States or any country thinks that we can simply
impose these values on another country with a
different history and a different culture. Our
job is——

Mr. Webb. But you can encourage——
The President. Absolutely we can encour-

age, and I expect we will be encouraging——
Mr. Webb. But you will.
The President. And I think the thing that we

can do most importantly is serve as a good role
model. And that’s why, for example, closing
Guantanamo, from my perspective, as difficult
as it is, is important, because part of what we
want to affirm to the world is that these are
values that are important even when it’s hard,
maybe especially when it’s hard, and not just
when it’s easy.

President Mohamed Hosni Mubarak of Egypt

Mr. Webb. Do you regard President
Mubarak as an authoritarian ruler?
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The President. No, I tend not to use labels for
folks. I haven’t met him; I’ve spoken to him on
the phone. He has been a stalwart ally, in many
respects, to the United States. He has sustained
peace with Israel, which is a very difficult thing
to do in that region, but he has never resorted
to unnecessary demagoguing of the issue and
has tried to maintain that relationship.

So I think he has been a force for stability
and good in the region. Obviously, there has
been—there have been criticisms of the man-
ner in which politics operates in Egypt, and, as I
said before, you know, the United States job is
not to lecture but to encourage, to lift up what
we consider to be the values that, ultimately,
will work not just for our country but for the as-
pirations of a lot of people.

U.S. Foreign Policy/Middle East Peace Process

Mr. Webb. A lot of people are looking for
specifics in your speech, and one of the areas
they’re going to be fascinated by, hanging on
your every word, is Israel and the Palestinians
and what you say about that. You’ve made it
very clear in recent weeks to the Israeli Govern-
ment that you want settlement building to be
frozen in existing settlements. They’ve made it
equally clear that they’re not going to do that.
So what happens now?

The President. Well, it’s still early in the con-
versation. I’ve had one meeting with Prime
Minister Netanyahu. I think that we have not
seen a set of potential gestures from other Arab
States or from the Palestinians that might deal
with some Israeli concerns. I do believe that if
you follow the roadmap approach that has been
laid out, if Israel abides by its obligations that
includes no settlements, if the Palestinians
abide by their obligations to deal with the secu-
rity situation, to eliminate incitement, if all the
surrounding Arab States, working with the
Quartet, are able to encourage economic devel-
opment and political development, then I think
that we can actually make some progress.

So you know, one of the things that in the 24/
7 news cycle is very difficult to encourage is pa-
tience, and diplomacy is always a matter of a
long, hard slog. It’s never a matter of quick re-
sults.

Middle East Peace Process

Mr. Webb. I’ll accept that, but you have the
Israeli—a senior member of the Israeli cabinet,
the Transport Minister saying, “I want to say in
a crystal-clear manner [that] the current Israeli
Government will not accept in any fashion that
legal settlement activity be frozen.” I mean,
you’ve got a job of work, can I at least put it like
that?

The President. Always have a lot of work, yes.
I mean, nobody thought this was going to be
easy. If it was easy, it would have been done.
But I do think that we’re going to be able to get
serious negotiations back on track, and we’re
going to do everything we can because not only
is it in the interests of the Palestinian people to
have a state, it’s in the interests of the Israeli
people to stabilize the situation there, and it’s in
the interests of the United States that we’ve got
two states living side by side in peace and secu-
rity.

Israel-U.S. Relations/U.S. Foreign Policy

Mr. Webb. What George Bush senior did to
concentrate the minds of the then-Israeli Gov-
ernment was freeze loan guarantees to Israel. Is
there—I don’t want to ask you about specifics,
because, obviously, you don’t want to say at this
stage, but are there potentially sanctions, if I
could put it like that, that you could employ,
that you would consider employing against Isra-
el if this Israeli Government doesn’t do what
you want it to do?

The President. I think that I’ve said my piece
on this matter. We’re going to continue negotia-
tions. We think that it’s early in the process, but
we think we can make some progress.

Iran

Mr. Webb. What the Israelis say is that they
have managed to persuade you at least to con-
centrate on Iran and to give what’s—behind the
scenes they’re calling a bit of an ultimatum to
the Iranians, that by the end of this year there
must be some real progress.

The President. Well, the only thing I’d cor-
rect on that is I don’t think the Israelis needed
to convince me of that, since I’ve been talking
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about it for the last 2 years. What I have said is
that it is in the world’s interests for Iran to set
aside ambitions for a nuclear weapon, but that
the best way to accomplish that is through
tough, direct diplomacy.

Now—and what I was very clear about was
that although I don’t want to put artificial time
tables on that process, we do want to make
sure that by the end of this year we’ve actually
seen a serious process move forward, and I
think that we can measure whether or not the
Iranians are serious.

My personal view is that the Islamic state of
Iran has the potential to be a extraordinarily
powerful and prosperous country. They are
more likely to achieve that in the absence of
nuclear weapons that could trigger a nuclear
arms race in the region, not just responses
from Israel, by the way, but potentially other
states in the region—and that if what’s pre-
venting them from seeing that reality is 30
years of loggerheads between Iran and the
United States, then this may be an opportunity
for us to open the door and see if they walk
through.

Now, there’s no guarantees that they re-
spond in a constructive way. That’s part of
what we need to test.

Iran/Nuclear Nonproliferation

Mr. Webb. A couple of former members of
the National Security Council actually suggest
that you should go further, though, and that
Iran should be regarded in the same way as Ja-
pan, that, in other words, nuclear reprocessing
should be accepted and monitored by the in-
ternational community. Is that remotely possi-
ble?

The President. I think that the key right now
is to initiate a process that is meaningful, that
is rigorous between not only the United States
and Iran bilaterally but also continuing with
the P–5-plus-one discussions in a way that’s
constructive. What I—without going into spe-
cifics, what I do believe is that Iran has legiti-
mate energy concerns, legitimate aspirations.
On the other hand, the international commu-
nity has a very real interest in preventing a nu-
clear arms race in the region. Now, one——

Mr. Webb. But could Iran have the right to
reprocess energy?

The President. One point that I want to
make is that in my speech in Prague, I talked
about how we need to reinvigorate a much
broader agenda for nuclear nonproliferation,
including the United States and Russia draw-
ing down our stockpiles in very significant
ways.

To the extent that Iran feels that they are
treated differently than everybody else that
makes them embattled. To the extent that
we’re having a broader conversation about
how all countries have an interest in contain-
ing and reducing over time the nuclear prolif-
eration threat, that I think has to be part and
parcel of our broader agenda.

Europe-U.S. Relations/U.S. Foreign Policy/Na-
tional Security

Mr. Webb. You’re going on to Europe, to
Normandy, scene of a great ally coming to-
gether. Have you convinced European lead-
ers, do you think, taking a sort of broad look at
Europe as a whole, that it is necessary some-
times to use force to get your way in the
world? And I’m thinking, obviously, particular-
ly of Afghanistan, but almost in a wider sense,
a kind of Venus and Mars issue. Are the Euro-
peans going to be more onboard now to the
American way of thinking?

The President. Well, look, I think any stu-
dent of European history understands that the
devastation of not just two World Wars but
centuries of war across the Continent and
across the Channel means that Europeans un-
derstand better than anybody the costs of war,
and it is legitimate and understandable that
they are hesitant. I think the United States has
a similar attitude, that we should be thinking
in terms of our national defense, not where
can we initiate war.

We had an attack against the United States
that killed 3,000 Americans. There have been
multiple terrorist attacks planned, and some
successfully executed, against European
states. And at some point, we have to make
sure that we are eliminating those networks
that would—could do our citizens harm. That
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is our first job as a state, as a Government,
and——

Mr. Webb. And European leaders are on-
board for that?

The President. And I think that they are on-
board on that. Now, there are going to be tacti-
cal issues and strategies, and the politics of this
can sometimes be difficult. Listen, the idea of
U.S. troops in Afghanistan 7 years after 9/
11—or 8 years after 9/11 is hardly popular. At
some point, we have to make the case that it is
necessary, and I think that, you know, what we
tried to do with our strategic review was to give
a broader framework of not just military but al-
so diplomatic and development initiatives that
would move in tandem with the military. And
that framework, I think, is one that was heartily
embraced by European leaders, by NATO.
Now we’ve just got to execute, and execution is
always tough, especially in a world recession
where people are looking at their budgets.

The President’s Leisure Activities

Mr. Webb. We’re almost out of time, Mr.
President. I wanted to finish by asking you just
sort of a personal question. We’ve been through
all these issues, and they must weigh on your
mind constantly. How do you relax? What do
you read? What do you—what does President
Obama do?

The President. Well, nothing is better at pull-
ing you out of your world than having a couple
of children. So I’ve got a 10-year-old and a 7-
year-old, and they’re planning pool parties and
talking about homework and trying to figure out
how to get the dog back on the leash and——

Mr. Webb. And family life works in this way.
The President. And it really does. I mean, one

of the huge benefits of being President is I now
have this nice home office, and I go upstairs and
I can have dinner with my family just about ev-
ery night, and they can travel with me when
they’re able. And so we’ve got, I think, a very
good deal, and I’m grateful that I’ve got such a
wonderful wife and kids. That’s my main form
of relaxation.

Now, the—if I can get in a basketball game,
or a round of golf, or I pick up a novel every
once in a while, that doesn’t hurt.

Mr. Webb. Are you reading anything at the
moment?

The President. You know, I’m reading a book
called “Netherland” by Joseph O’Neill—almost
finished, excellent novel.

Mr. Webb. We’ll let you get back to it. I’m
sure you have other things to do before you go.

The President. Thank you so much.
Mr. Webb. Thank you very much, Mr. Presi-

dent.
The President. Appreciate it. Thank you.

NOTE: The interview was taped at 3:34 p.m. in
the Library at the White House. In his remarks,
the President referred to Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu of Israel. Mr. Webb referred to
Minister of Transportation and Road Safety Yis-
rael Katz of Israel; and former National Securi-
ty Council staff members Flynt Leverett and
Hillary Mann Leverett. The transcript was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on
June 2.

Interview With Laurence Haim of Canal Plus Television
June 1, 2009

Crash of Air France Flight 447

Ms. Haim. Bonjour, Mr. President.
The President. Bonjour.
Ms. Haim. Thank you so much to welcome

Canal Plus on I-Television for this first inter-
view granted to the French press.

The President. Thank you. 

Ms. Haim. We really appreciate it. Before we
begin today, there was a terrible tragedy in
France with this plane. The French people are
requesting assistance from the American peo-
ple. Is there anything you wanted to say about
it, sir?

The President. Well, obviously, we’re heart-
broken by the news, although we don’t yet
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